
Noon Bible Study: 1 Samuel 18 

1 Samuel 18:1-4 - Jonathan & David 

 

Jonathan, the son of the king, honors David as king.  Even Saul 

honors David.  “Stripped himself of his robe” was as symbol of an 

agreement/covenant (v. 3), it was probably the outer military themed 

or monarchy specific robe.  There is nothing improper about this act.  

Remember 1 Samuel 13 & 14 tell the story of Jonathan’s victory as a 

result of his trust in God, and we are immediately after David’s 

defeat of Goliath.  Jonathan and David share a faith that was not 

present between Jonathan and his father. 

 

1 Samuel 18:5-9 - Saul’s jealousy 

 

 v. 5 - Saul promotes David over the men of war 

 

v. 6-7 - at first the people praise Saul (who is pleased with that) but 

then their affections grow for David, and their praise of David is 

greater. (Saul’s 1000’s v. David’s 10,000’s).  This devastates Saul’s 

already fragile ego. 

 

This was apparently a very popular song, beyond just Israel. 

 

1 Samuel 21:10-11 – Known in city of Gath, in land of Philistines 

 

1 Samuel 29:5 – Referenced among Philistine soldiers 

 

1 Samuel 18:10-16 - Saul’s fear of David 

 

  v. 10-11 - Saul throws spear at David (2x?). 

 

     Q - What does verse 12 & 14-15 tell us about what Saul is  

     concerned about? 

 

       v. 13 - Saul could no longer bear to have David in his  

       presence. 

 

v. 16 - the nation loves David 
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1 Samuel 18:17-19 - David to marry Merab 

 

v. 17 - Saul revises his strategy against David.  Rather than killing him himself (ex: spear), he will take advantage of 

David’s bravery and military skill against the Philistines.  And if David dies during his battles against the Philistine’s, 

then Saul’s “problem” is solved. 

 

v. 19 - when Merab was to marry David, she was instead given away to someone else.  Saul took advantage of David’s 

humility (v. 18) 

 

1 Samuel 18:20-24 - Michal 

 

Saul now takes advantage of Michal’s love for David to use her as a replacement bride to keep David nearby and happy.  

Saul doesn’t seem to regard the heart and life of anyone other than himself, including his own children.  He even uses his 

servants to convince David he should become Saul’s son-in-law by marrying Michal (v. 22) 

 

When you are paranoid, egotistical and selffocused, you are willing to use other people for your own benefit, often 

times at the expense of their benefit. This is not an admirable quality in general and certainly not an attribute of a 

Christ follower.  Consider whether you are more inclined to sacrificially give or selfishly take.  Do you want what is 

best for you or what is best for others? 

 

v. 21 - Saul hoped that Michal would become a “snare” to David because of the dowry request that will follow (v. 25-27) 

  

1 Samuel 18:24-29 - Saul’s dowry request: 100 Philistine foreskins 

 

v. 25 - dowry: money or property that a wife or wife's family gives to her husband when the wife and husband marry in 

some cultures (Merriam-Webster dictionary via m-w.com).  

 

- It makes sense that the husband would give the dowry in this case as the bride is the daughter of the king. 

 

Saul is expecting David to fail at this task and be killed.  This would have been a good cover up for the people would 

have been sad about David’s death but not blamed Saul directly.  Also Michal, who loved David (v. 20, 28) would have 

been heartbroken.  This is more evidence of Saul’s ego. 

 

 v. 27 - David brings back 200! 

 

v. 29 - Saul’s plan backfires.  Surely the LORD is with David (v. 12, 14, 28) 

 

1 Samuel 18:30 - David’s renown 
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